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     	  Natural Resources Interim Committee:  A potential water delivery call in the Big Wood River and a bid for state primacy for National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) were on the agenda at the Natural Resources Interim Committee meeting in Boise on September 27 and 28.   Idaho Department of Water Resources (IDWR) and Idaho Department of Environmental Quality (IDEQ) updated legislators on pending issues.     


	Gary Spackman, IDWR Director, and Brian Patton, Chief of Planning Division, discussed water delivery calls, managed recharge, and surface water storage.  IDWR hydrogeologist Brian Ragan updated the Committee on the status of the Department’s negotiated rulemaking for injection wells.  Changes to those rules were, for the most part, minor and related mainly to Class II and Class V wells.  The rules are expected to be presented for legislative approval in 2013 along with the revised 2012 State Water Plan and the Treasure Valley Comprehensive Aquifer Management Plan (CAMP).  Public comment periods for the State Water Plan and Treasure Valley CAMP Plan closed in September.  The Idaho Water Resource Board is expected to take final action on both Plans later this fall.


	Patton reported that the Eastern Snake Plain Aquifer (ESPA) model, ESPAM V2.0, will soon become completed to support on-going water measurement and monitoring there with funding from the original CAMP process.  When the original appropriation was cut to $8 million, the Department was able to complete three of the nine proposed CAMPs:  the ESPA, Rathdrum Prairie, and Treasure Valley.  With about $2.5 million remaining in that fund, IDWR intends to complete the ESPA monitoring network, the Treasure Valley Ground Water Model and develop a Big Wood Ground Water Model.  The Big Wood River is a new priority for the Department.  A water delivery call from surface water users could result in curtailment action against upstream development.  The cost to develop a ground water model there is estimated at $1 million.  Spackman also indicated that the Department has also been doing some work on other aquifer systems.     


	New storage is a key component to meeting future needs in the Treasure Valley and other areas of the state.  The Department is partnering with various entities to study the feasibility of building additional storage in the Henry’s Fork, near Weiser (Galloway), at Minidoka Dam in the Magic Valley, and on the Boise River.    Additional storage could be used for flow augmentation, Endangered Species Act (ESA) requirements, and flood control. 


	Idaho, one of only four states in the nation that does not have NPDES primacy, has debated the benefits and costs about 10 years.  IDEQ Director Curt Fransen and Barry Burnell, Water Quality Division Administrator, outlined the steps Idaho needs to take.  If the state moves forward, the process would take five to eight years and requires statutory authorization to proceed, developing start-up rules, negotiating a Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) with EPA, legislative approval of both the rules and the MOA, and staffing.  The benefits of primacy vary by stakeholder group; however, representatives from the Association of Idaho Cities, Idaho Transportation Department, Idaho Association of Realtors, and Idaho Association of Commerce and Industry testified in support of moving forward.  The benefits of state primacy could include improved communication and collaboration between IDEQ and stakeholders; a better understanding of local issues and needs; more flexibility in permit writing, but not lower standards; and an enforcement policy that emphasizes compliance, education and information, not penalties.  To demonstrate its commitment to oversee a robust program, the state will need adequate funding and staffing.  
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